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experience in the past of being dragged hither and thither in
support of policies which we do not approve of. It will be
for India to determine at any time what her foreign policy
and foreign commitments should be.
** Naturally, India stands, and will stand, for world peace
and for prevention of aggression, but we have seen often
enough that in the name of democracy and fighting aggress-
sion, imperialist countries wish to retain their old possession
or to expand them.
" The present international situation is significant of the
failure of the high professions made during the war.
" The problems of subject countries have not been solved.
There is calk still of holding on to empires and protecting
the life-lines of emoires. Each country accuses the other ar*d
each of the great Powers continues to be attracted by the
smell of oil. It is difficult for an outsider to know all that
is happening, but one inevitably suspects that this oily game
is a dirty one.
** So in India we do not want to be dragged into any
commitments which might be against our own interests or
wishes in the future, but we shall certainly play our full part
in international organisations like the U.N.O. to prevent
war. One of the necessary steps for this is to remove the
principal cause of war, z.e., the desire to dominate over other
countries. If this goes, other problems are easier of solution."
It would be desirable here to add to the length of the
above brief comments a few words from Maulana Azad, the
Congress President, to record his reactions on Mr. Attlee's
approach :
" I consider that the speech of the British Prime Minister
on the whole has helped to create the desirable atmosphere
which we want to maintain during the stay of the -Jabinet
Delegation in India. It has thrown light on certain basic
problems and I believe its spirit will generally be appreciated
in the country. The real problem to be tackled now does
not concern theoretical principles but actual practice and
from this future results will naturally flow."
Referring to his interview with Mahatma Gandhi, Mr.
H- N. Brailsford, a well-known English journalist, writes :
n Our talk took its start from the Prime Minister's recogni-
tion of India's right to choose independence. This, Gandhi